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DYSLEXIA
What Schools Must Consider Before Services Begin:

Dyslexia De�ned, Laws Governing, State Guidelines, Quali�ed Examiners,
Appropriate Assessments, Eligibility Criteria, & Private Evaluations

What is Dyslexia?
“Dyslexia is a speci�c learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by
di�culties with accurate and/or �uent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding
abilities. These di�culties typically result from a de�cit in the phonological component of
language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of
effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may include problems in reading
comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and
background knowledge.” International Dyslexia Association
The following describe the updated 2013 DSM-5 diagnostic subtypes of speci�c learning
disorder (synonymous with Dyslexia):
1. Speci�c learning disorder with impairment in reading includes possible de�cits in:
§ Word reading accuracy
§ Reading rate or �uency
§ Reading comprehension
DSM-5 diagnostic code 315.00.
Note: Dyslexia is an alternative term used to refer to a pattern of learning di�culties
characterized by problems with accurate or �uent word recognition, poor decoding, and poor
spelling abilities.
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders DSM 5 - 2013, pg. 67
 
Speci�c Learning Disability (SLD)
A speci�c learning disability is a speci�c disorder of one or more of the basic psychological
processes involved in understanding, or in using spoken or written language, that may
manifest itself in an impaired ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do
mathematical calculations, including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury,



minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia, developmental aphasia, and
adversely affects the student’s educational performance. It is not necessary to identify the
speci�c psychological processes (e.g., Dyslexia) that a student has…
Required components of a comprehensive evaluation:
● Documentation of scienti�cally research-based interventions (RTI)
● Progress monitoring (RTI)
● Cognitive/intellectual development (IQ)
● Observation (Classroom/academic observation of the skill de�cits)
● Academic/achievement/development
● Social/cultural background
Oklahoma State Department of Education Special Education Policy and Procedures Manual
2017, pg. 90
 
What are the Federal and State Guidelines regarding eligibility for Dyslexia?
Evaluation Comprehensiveness: The evaluation must be su�ciently comprehensive to identify
all of the student’s special education needs, whether or not commonly linked to the disability
category being considered for the student. If the student is found eligible, this information
translates into the present levels of academic achievement and functional performance and
forms the basis for making decisions in the IEP. If the student is not found eligible, this
information assists the LEA in determining other appropriate instruction and supports for the
student. Ultimately, at the close of an evaluation, the group should have enough information to
support whether or not the student has a disability and the student is, or is not, in need of
special education services. The group should be able to describe where the student is
currently performing within the general education curriculum and standards as well as able to
describe how (or if) the student’s unique learning characteristics are impacting his/her ability
to access and make progress in the general education curriculum. Oklahoma State
Department of Education Special Education Policy and Procedures Manual 2017, pg. 74
Is Dyslexia one of the 13 eligibility categories according to Federal and State Guidelines?
No, Dyslexia is not one of the 13 eligibility categories. However, since dyslexia is a speci�c
learning disability in reading, it falls under one of the 13 eligibility categories. The eligibility
categories are as follows:
Autism Deaf-Blindness Deafness/Hearing Impaired Emotional Disturbance
Intellectual Dis. Hearing Impairment Multiple Disabilities Orthopedic Imp.
Other Health Imp. Speci�c Learning Dis. Speech or Language Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment
Oklahoma State Department of Education Special Education Policy and Procedures Manual
2017, pg. 59
 
What constitute a “Quali�ed Examiner” to assess and diagnose Dyslexia according to Federal
and State Guidelines?
Speci�c Examiner Quali�cations: Assessments and other evaluation materials must be
administered by quali�ed professionals in conformity with the instructions provided by their
producer. Speech Language Pathologists (SLPs) are professionals quali�ed to assess speech,
language and communication skills (they are not quali�ed or licensed to diagnose a speci�c
learning disability). Similarly, Physical Therapist and Occupational Therapists conduct
evaluations within their scope of practice and the personnel standards and licensure laws of
the State. The National Association of School Psychologists does not condone the use of



psychological or educational assessment techniques by unquali�ed persons in any way
including teaching, sponsorship or supervision. The quali�ed examiner must be able to
correctly administer and interpret psychological tests and must have proper training, which
generally includes adequate graduate coursework, combined with lengthy supervised
experience. Oklahoma State Department of Education Special Education Policy and Procedures
Manual 2017, pg. 74
 
What constitutes a typical assessment battery for Dyslexia that also meets the OSDE’s
“comprehensive” standard, per Federal and State guidelines, as a determining factor for IDEA
eligibility? Relevant information may include the following considerations:
● Vision/hearing screening
● Health/medical information – Parent Background Form
● Adaptive behavior – BASC or Vineland, etc.
● Social/emotional status – BASC or CBRS, etc.
● General intelligence (IQ) – WISC V or WJ Cog., etc.
● Academic performance (present levels) – RTI Data + WIAT 4 or WJ Ach. or GORT, etc.
● Communicative status (speech/language functioning) – CTOPP and WISC V or WJ Cog., etc.
/ WIAT 4, WRAT or WJ Ach.
● Motor abilities – Screening, VMI or Bender, etc.
● Academic/Achievement/Developmental history – Parent Background, grades, transcripts,
etc.
● Observation(s) of the student during instruction – Classroom observation during instruction
● Historical review of the student’s academic progress – RTI data
● Interview(s) with parent(s) and teacher(s) – Parent background form, surveys, and/or
questionnaires
● Assistive Technology (AT) – Screening only unless there is s detectable and signi�cant
issue
● Social/cultural – Parent Background Form
For Dyslexia evaluations see above / may include Shaywitz Dyslexia Screener, GORT, CTOPP-2,
Ran/Ras, etc.
 
A medical or mental health diagnosis does not automatically qualify a student for special
education services under the IDEA, but the evaluation group should consider the data as part
of a comprehensive evaluation.
If the parent obtains an independent educational evaluation at private expense, the results of
the evaluation must be considered by the public agency in any decision made with respect to
the provision of FAPE. However, this does not mean that the school district must accept the
�ndings or recommendations in the independent evaluation. It means that the IEP team must
review the independent evaluation and discuss it as appropriate.
Oklahoma State Department of Education Special Education Policy and Procedures Manual
2017, pg. 75

What is at the center of the THE TRANSITION
CENTER?



DCTC Under
Construction

DCTC Under
Construction

DCTC Under
Construction

The PSG for SSN has been raising funds for several years to build a Transition Center for our
students with special needs to assist them as they learn to develop the requisite skills to live
and work independently after high school graduation. That dream is coming to fruition, see
constructions pics below. We are looking forward to a Beam Signing Ceremony in the spring
as we prepare to open the center for student use. We'll keep you posted on the construction
progress. A great big shout out to the high school staff for their patience and assistance
throughout this process and to our amazing administration and school board who without
their support, this project would still just be a dream.

Special Education Staff Meeting
WHEN

Tuesday, Sep. 14th, 3:15pm
WHERE

Deer Creek Administration Board Room
MORE INFORMATION
Session 1 will be held at 3:15 & a repeat session, Session 2 will
be held at 3:45.
 
We will discuss a variety of hot topics including dyslexia and
dyslexia training, ESY eligibility and how to prep now for those
decisions, School Health & Wellness Services, Behavioral
Supports, and as always, I'll try to answer your burning
questions. This is also a good time to connect with your peers
from across the district.



Parent & Teacher Workshop -
Dyslexia
WHEN

Tuesday, Sep. 14th, 6pm
WHERE

Deer Creek Administration Board Room
MORE INFORMATION
Presenters: Dr. James L. Rose & Lucia Frohling
This presentation will de�ne Dyslexia and outline a school
districts role and responsibilities for identi�cation and
services. Mrs. Frohling will share her personal story and assist
in leading a discussion about the direction Deer Creek Schools
will be taking to address the needs of our students with
dyslexia.

Need a Reminder?
The class code is "dcpsgssn" / join by testing "dcpsgssn to
81010 or click the link below
https://www.remind.com/join/dcpsgssn




